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By Sue Jackson, MSL Federal Grants/Continuing Education Consultant

PEEL Scholarships and Library Stipends Update

The first phase of Montana State Library's PEEL 
(Professional Education and Employment for 
Librarians) grant is nearing completion. The Advisory 
Committee met on April 7 to review 28 applications for 
PEEL scholarship funds to attend graduate library 
school. The pool of applicants was very strong; the 
Committee had a difficult job narrowing the field.

After discussion and deliberation, the Committee 
asked that updated information be requested from 
eight applicants to aid in the process. Because only one 
of the eight candidates had been notified of acceptance 
into a library program, the PEEL Committee 
recommended to the State Library Commission that 
the final decision on awarding the scholarships be 
delayed. The Commission approved this 
recommendation and the announcement of 
scholarships will be made after the admission status of 
all the candidates is known, probably in mid-May.

A total of $120,000 is available for scholarships. The 
Advisory Committee discussed the possibility of 
reserving some of the scholarship funds for another 

competitive application process next year, but no 
decision was reached.

The next phase of the grant is to secure professional 
employment for some of our new library school 
graduates.  To this end, the PEEL grant will make 
possible stipends to two libraries to assist with funding a 
professional level position for two years. All public 
libraries, public school libraries, and tribal college 
libraries are eligible to apply for these stipends, which 
total $60,000. Libraries receiving the stipends will be 
responsible for 50% of the position's salary and will be 
expected to make every effort to extend the position 
beyond the grant period. Application details and 
materials will be available soon.

For more information, contact Sue Jackson 
(sujackson@state.mt.us or 1-800-338-5087) at MSL. Or, 
visit the PEEL A Great Career! @ your library website 
(http://msl.state.mt.us/greatcareer/index.html). The 
PEEL grant is funded by the federal Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS) "Recruiting and 
Educating Librarians for the 21st Century" program.


